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tions, because the tariff Democrats and occasional southern radicals
could be counted on to join in most maneuvers against the House man-
agers. It was alleged that the Republican leaders wanted to kill one or
two vital supply bills to force Buchanan to call an extra session. Their
victories in the election of 1858 meant that they could organize the
new House, if it were called into extra session before all the southern
states had held elections. Then the Republicans could write the supply
and tariff bills of the next Congress. Furthermore the Republicans
were eager to serve notice on the Senate control that they were now a
force to reckon with. Elated with their new sense of power, Grow,
Sherman, Covode, and several of their associates enacted a last-minute
drama.
When the Post Office appropriation-plus-reform bill returned to the
House on the night of the 2nd, Grow objected to removing it from the
Speaker's table. His plan was to introduce a resolution sending it back
to the Senators as unconstitutional legislation, because by increasing the
postage rates they had originated a revenue measure, thus usurping a
prerogative of the House. Phelps refused to admit Grow's resolution,
and adjournment was had without action. Grow then went to Phelps
and warned him that, if he did not permit a vote on his resolution, his
following would kill the vital appropriation bills still uncompleted.
Phelps was forced to consent. On the morning of the 3rd, the last day,
the plan was carried out. The House returned the Post Office bill to
the Senate with a rebuke; Grow carried this easily, 106-80 and 117-76.
The House likewise passed a new post routes bill, shorn of the Senate
reforms, and rejected the mail-steamer appropriations bill. Thus they
had put the Senate in its place.
Meanwhile, House behavior had been watched by the Senate with
much misgiving. The Senate leaders were pretty sure now that the
House was out of the hands of its leaders; important appropriations
were in danger unless the Senate could force measures through as
riders, on bills which might be assured passage for other reasons. Jeffer-
son Davis already had used dais device the preceding Saturday; when
the House failed to act on the fortifications bill, he had attached appro-
priations for them to the army bill.
The sundry civil bill was being used similarly by R. M. T. Hunter,